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WINter CoNCert
Our winter concert this year focusses on 
music from central Europe, particularly by 
Czech composers. dvořák’s vivid and dramatic 
Symphony No. 7 is considered by many to be 
his finest, despite the greater popularity of 
the 9th, ‘From the New World’. Inspired by the 
struggle for Czech nationhood and pervaded 
by characteristically Bohemian melodic and 
rhythmic material, the symphony was actually 
commissioned by the Royal Philharmonic 
Society and performed in their 1885 season 
under the composer’s direction at the now 
vanished St. James’s Hall on Piccadilly.

mozart had close contacts with the Bohemian 
musicians of his day and held that the Prague 
audiences appreciated his music more than 
any others. In fact, the first of several Prague 
memorial services and concerts given after 
his early death in 1791 was attended by 
thousands and featured a lavish Requiem 
mass performed by over a hundred musicians 
who accepted no pay for their efforts. We are 
delighted to welcome violinist Lisa ueda and 
her violist husband Ian byrne brito as soloists 
in his sublime Sinfonia Concertante.

Bohuslav martinů spent much of his eventful 
life away from his homeland, but there remains 
something essentially and indefinably Czech 
in all his mature music. He inherited Dvořák’s 
mastery of orchestral colour and studied for 
a while with the latter’s great protégé and 
son-in-law Josef Suk, before leaving for Paris 
in the 1920s. His rarely-heard and modestly-

titled Overture dates from his final years of 
exile, spent mostly in France and Switzerland. 
Written in Nice in 1953 it displays his love 
of Baroque music with buoyant Handelian 
statements contrasting with intricate passages 
for several solo instruments.

about uS 
We are a long-established and friendly 
community orchestra, performing three 
concerts each year at various North London 
venues: at Trinity Church, North Finchley 
(where we rehearse on Monday evenings),  
but also in Palmers Green, Hampstead  
Garden Suburb, and Highgate.

Our members come from diverse backgrounds 
and have many varied day-jobs. Some have 
played their instrument since childhood, whilst 
others have resumed after a break or begun 
from scratch as an adult. We have the benefit  
of a professional director of music and 
conductor, owen Leech, leader Gosia Kuznicka 
and principal cello marina Comas Castiñeira, 
each of whom enjoys a distinguished musical 
career. We are also fortunate to have the 
chance to perform with gifted professional 
soloists, both young and established.
 
We have a common passion for playing  
music and relish the opportunity to explore  
a wide repertoire comprising well-loved,  
less-familiar and new works. Our ethos  
is to provide a friendly and supportive 
environment for musicians to develop their 
skills. We pride ourselves on being open  
to musicians of all ages and backgrounds. 
We maintain a ‘no auditions’ policy, and 
welcome and encourage all musicians who  
feel they can make a contribution to join us  
and share the experience.

CoNtaCt uS
nlsinfonia@gmail.com   |  07773 717 747

NORTH LONDON SINFONIA
7:00pm Saturday 30th November 2019
Hampstead Garden Suburb Free Church, LONDON NW11 7AA

@NLSinfonia North London Sinfonia

re
gi

st
er

ed
 C

ha
rit

y N
um

be
r 1

11
66

84

Lisa uedaIan byrne brito


